
Cerebellar ischemic stroke

Mass effect? Observe
No

Hydrocephalus with 4th ventricle obliteration
Neurologic deterioration referable to brainstem compression in opinion of treating physician
Neurologic deterioration suspected due to brainstem compression that improves with osmotic 
therapy

Yes

Urgent decompressive surgery

Yes to ANY of 
above

Consider prophylactic 
decompressive surgery

Observe

Notes:

* Above applies only to patients who are suitable candidates for surgery

* Involvement of vermis is associated with increased risk of neurologic deterioration and should lower threshold 
for surgery

* For uncomplicated cases, single anti-platelet therapy or IV heparin may be started 3 days post-op if there is a 
strong clinical indication

Increasing edema on serial scans over 3-5 
days post stroke onset?

No to ALL of 
above

Yes No
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